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and the count of S. Pol, like Eupert at Edgehill, drove
back the right of his foes, scattering them in flight-
till he was surrounded, and only with much hazard
could draw himself off and return. Then the Flemish
infantry penetrated the French centre till they reached
Philip himself. For a time the two kings stood face
to face, though they did not fight hand to hand.
Philip himself fought with all the impetuosity of a
young knight. He flung himself into the fray and
endeavoured to reach Otto. Beset on every side by the
enemies' foot, who tried to unhorse him with their long
pikes, he cleared a way through them, cutting down foes
to right and left, till a man-at-arms bolder than the rest
pierced the joints of his harness between the chest and
the head. The point of the pike remained fixed in the
triple thickness of the collar, and the king's efforts to
disengage himself served only to unhorse him and throw
him to the ground. He was in great risk of being
trodden to death, and the pike still remained fixed in
his armour. It was a moment of extreme danger. Galo
of Montigny lowered the royal banner of the fleurs-de-
lys and cried aloud for help. The French knights, led
by William des Barres, forced their way to his side and
protected him, and Peter Tristan leapt from his horse
and placed the king upon it. Philip remounted, laid
about him with a will, and, says his chaplain quaintly,
"those who had belaboured him learnt, by a like
chastisement, how imprudent it is to touch with pro-
fane hands the sacred person of a king.7'
On charged the knights of the king's household, and
Otto, who fold come close to Philip when he was unhorsed,
found himself in the midst of his foes. Peter Malvoisin